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Celebrating its 25th Anniversary, Roswell Roots is a community-wide,
month-long festival that honors our diverse community and celebrates
Black History Month. Roswell Roots aims to educate, impact, and

promote cultural awareness. Programs and events focus on welcoming

all community members and offers an opportunity for all ages to engage.

Events at a Glance

MONDAY, JANUARY 19
» FRAGMENTS, a Roswell Roots Juried Exhibition
Opening Reception at Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 12 pm — page 4

> The Story of Martin Luther King Jr Roswell Cultural Arts Center,
11am — page 14

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1
> History to Hip-Hop Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 4 pm — page 5

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Boys n the Hood 35th Anniversary Screening Aurora Cineplex,
7 pm — page 11

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7

> Black Experience Tou Bulloch Hall, 11 am — page 16

> 12th Anniversary Bid Whist Card Part Roswell Adult Recreation
Center Ballroom, 12 pm — page 14

> Dad’s Garage BlackGround, Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 7 pm
Page 6

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11
Bailey-Johnson School & Community Documentary Roswell
Cultural Arts Center, 7 pm — page 11

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12
> Groove & Soul: Grant Green Jr. Live Roswell River Landing,
7 pm — page 7

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13
Roots Slam & Jam Open Mic Roswell Cultural Arts Center,
7 pm — page 12
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14

> Art & Soul Kids and Family Day Roswell Cultural Arts Center —
Page 15
- The Rhythm of Story: Africa to America 9:30 am.
- Blacktop Playground Improv for Kids 1:30 am.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 15
» Telling Our Story Pleasant Hill Community Center, 3 pm — page 16

P> Voices of the Soul: Jacob Lay Live Roswell River Landing,
3:30 pm — page 7

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 19
The Historic Goodbye: Losing a Loved One During a Pandemic
Film Screening, Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 7 pm — page 13

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21

» Booker T. Washington and American Leadership Roswell Adult
Recreation Center, 11 am — page 17

» Mack Henry Brown Commemoration Riverside Park,
2pm — page 18

> Legacy and Groove A Tribute to Earth, Wind, and Fire
presented by the Ray Howard Band Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 7
pm — page 8

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22
» Jazz Vespers Roswell Presbyterian Churc, 4 pm — page 9

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 23
Atlanta Authors presents Terah Shelton Harris Roswell Cultural
Arts Center, 6 pm — page 13

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
> Young John Lewis in Concert, Roswell Cultural Arts Center,
7 pm — page 9

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 28
» Nancy Jackson: A Story of Courage and Resistance Barn at
Barrington Hall, 11 a.m. — page 18

> William “Blues Man” Reed and the Juke Joint Dukes Roswell
Cultural Arts Center, 7 pm — page 10
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FRAGMENTS

A Roswell Roots Juried Exhibit

ON DISPLAY | January 19 through March 26
OPENING RECEPTION | Monday, January 19 +12:00 pm
FREE | Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 950 Forrest St.

FRAGMENTS is

an exhibition that
bears witness to the
pieces and parts of
life's residue. Making
remarkable artwork
from memories,
stories and materials
used in new ways.

The artists in this
exhibition create with
an understanding

that the fragmentis a
beginning, not an end.
They use mixed-media
collage, found objects,
and unconventional omith
materials, to transform pamé Sawyer
leftover materials and
half-remembered
memories into
powerful statements
of resilience. They do
not just preserve the
past; they reimagine
it. These are the

art stories of what
remains.
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History to Hip-Hop
Sunday, February 1 - 4:00 pm

Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 950 Forrest St.
Tickets from $17 | 2026 Flex Pass Eligible

Get ready for a show that will have you singing, clapping, and grooving
through our country’s rich legacy of African American music. Led by
powerhouse bass vocalist and music preservationist Jonathan Blanchard,
History to Hip-Hop brings 200+ years of American music to life. With a
voice that shakes the room and stories that connect generations, Jonathan
takes audiences on a joyride through the sounds that shaped our culture—
from field songs and spirituals to gospel, blues, jazz, country, rock & roll,
funk, rap, and today’s hip-hop. It's a celebration of rhythm, history, and the
human spirit. Bring the whole family and experience the show that proves
Black history moves to the beat of America itself.
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Dad’s Garage BlackGround

Saturday, February 7 « 7 pm
Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 950 Forrest St.
Tickets from $17 | 2026 Flex Pass Eligible

Atlanta’s Dad's Garage returns to Roswell with BlackGround, their
all-African American comedy troupe in a laugh-out-loud celebration of
Blackness! In this one-of-a-kind show, the cast takes a classic movie with
an all-white (or mostly white) cast—think Star Wars or Indiana Jones—
and hilariously imagines what the Black characters were doing behind
the scenes. Come celebrate, laugh, and enjoy the perfect complement
to ajoyous day of Roswell Roots events. Don't miss this unforgettable
experience where comedy meets culture and laughter meets legacy.

Thursday, February 12 - 7:00 pm
Roswell River Landing, 245 Azalea Dr.
Tickets $33.06

Presented by Steve’s Live Music, Roswell Arts Fund, and Friends of Mimosa Hall & Gardens

As the son of a legendary jazz guitarist, Grant Green Jr. grew

up surrounded by musical greatness, with Marvin Gaye, Stevie
Wonder, Gladys Knight, and even Miles Davis frequenting his
home in Detroit. Over the years, he's forged his own path, touring
the globe, recording with his acclaimed group the Godfathers of
Groove, and performing alongside artists like Carlos Santana,
George Benson, Tedeschi-Trucks Band, Widespread Panic,

and The Wood Brothers. Known for blending soul-jazz, funk,
and blues into an irresistible sound, Grant recently released
Thank You Mr. Bacharach—featuring Susan

Tedeschi—which inspired a documentary

now streaming on Amazon Prime. A

masterful guitarist in his own right, Grant

Green Jr. brings a night of unforgettable music to Roswell.

Voices of the Soul:

Jacob Lay Live

Sunday, February 15 + 3:30 pm
Roswell River Landing, 245 Azalea Dr.

Tickets $38.32

Presented by Roswell Music Club, Roswell Arts Fund, and
Friends of Mimosa Hall & Gardens

Atlanta native and baritone Jacob Lay has performed

with opera companies across the country, including The
Atlanta Opera, Knoxville Opera, Des Moines Metro Opera,
Ad Astra Music Festival, and Cedar Rapids Opera. A grad-
uate of Simpson College and the University of Tennessee,
Jacob is also an active composer and a dedicated advo-
cate for music by underrepresented voices, particularly
the works of William Grant Still, whom he has researched
and performed extensively. His artistry, combined with
the Roswell Music Club's signature blend of music, con-
versation, wine, and warmth, promises an unforgettable

afternoon of connection over classical music.
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Legacy and Groove

A Tribute to Earth, Wind, and Fire
presented by the Ray Howard Band

Saturday, February 21 - 7:00 pm
Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 950 Forrest St.
Tickets from $31

This concert captures the spirit of this
groundbreaking group with precise
instrumentation, soulful vocals, and the
irresistible energy that made their music
legendary. The show brings Roswell Roots
all the hits—Shining Star, September and
Got to Get You Into My Life—that iconic
sound that defined a generation and
reshaped popular music. Get ready to
sing, dance, and boogie the night away!
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Jazz Vespers

Sunday, February 22 + 4:00 pm
Roswell Presbyterian Church, 755 Mimosa Blvd. « FREE

Uplifting the Roswell Roots Festival with a
joyful noise! Jazz Vespers transforms the
sacred tradition of evening prayerinto a
soul-stirring celebration where jazz takes
the pulpit. Led by the acclaimed Dr. Dwight
Andrews—Pastor of First Congregational
Church and Professor of Music at Emory
University, this dynamic performance
bridges the worlds of church and jazz with
rhythm, reverence, and rejoicing. The
beloved event brings together the Atlanta
Jazz Chorus, Quartet, and a host of special
guest musicians to baptize your ears in the
sound of pure joy.

ohn Lewis

t
Presented Dy

Thursday February 26 ¢

Roswell Cultural Arts Ce
950 Forrest St.

Tickets from $31

Written by hip-hop and spoken'we
Psalmayene 24 with all original’mel
composer Eugene H. Russell I\, this

hop musical examines the ten crucial

the early life of the congressman, anck

ney from student activist to major leade

Civil Rights movement—all by the timehe
28. This innovative journey dares to ask’hio
grow into the courage of our convictionsane
offers a fresh perspective on one of the most
dynamic periods in American History. The time
has come to make some good trouble!

Content Advisory: Mature language and themes. Recommended
ages 10+
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William “Blues Man” Reed and Boys n the Hood

CULTURAL SPOTLIGHT

35th Anniversary Screening

Thursday, February 5 » 7:00 pm
Aurora Cineplex, 5100 Commerce Parkway
Tickets $3

Celebrate the 35th anniversary of John Singleton’s

groundbreaking debut, Boyz n the Hood. This

landmark film offered an unflinching and authentic

look at Black life, establishing Singleton as the

first Black filmmaker nominated for the Academy

Award for Best Director and cementing his place in cinematic history.
Featuring a legendary cast—including Ice Cube and Regina King in their
film debuts, alongside Cuba Gooding Jr., Morris Chestnut, Laurence
Fishburne, Nia Long, Tyra Ferrell, and Angela Bassett—the film remains
as powerful, urgent, and relevant today as it was in 1991. Don't miss this
special screening—and enjoy the retro throwback ticket price!

the Juke Joint Dukes
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CULTURAL SPOTLIGHT

Roots Slam & Jam Open Mic

Friday, February 13 « 7:00 pm
Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 950 Forrest St.
Tickets $12

In the tradition of Roswell Roots favorites like the Poetry Slam and Beats
& Ballads, comes an all-new event that shines the spotlight on you. The
Roots Slam & Jam Open Mic is a showcase, not a competition. A night
where performers of all kinds can share five minutes of fame around the
theme of Celebrating Black Excellence.

From music and dance to spoken word, comedy, and unexpected
surprises, anything goes! Hosted by the dynamic duo Max Breaux and
Britni Ariel, this lively night promises big talent, big energy, and a whole lot
of community spirit. Whether you're performing or just cheering from the
crowd, it's going to be a party on stage and in the audience.
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The Historic Goodbye: Losing a
Loved One During a Pandemic

A film by Karla McKinney

Thursday, February 19 « 7:00 pm
Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 950 Forrest St. - FREE

This moving film shares the life of Ernestine Mann (1936-2020)—Spel-
man graduate, civic leader, and Delta Sigma Theta Soror—whose journey
spanned the Great Depression, Jim Crow, and the Civil Rights Movement.
Her passing as one of Georgia's earliest COVID-19 victims drew national
attention and exposed troubling gaps in healthcare protocols.

More than a story of loss, The Historic Goodbye is a powerful reflection on
legacy, resilience, and healthcare equity... a tribute that resonates across
communities and generations.

Terah Shelton Harris
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EDUCATION EVENTS

The Story of Martin Luther King Jr.

Monday, January 19 <11 am
Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 950 Forrest St.
Tickets $12

Commemorate the MLK holiday with an
inspiring, family-friendly performance
celebrating the life and legacy of Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. Actor John Doyle
brings Dr. King's story vividly to life,
highlighting his vision, leadership, and
enduring influence as an American hero.
This uplifting live performance is the
perfect kickoff to the 25th Anniversary
Roswell Roots Festival.

12th Anniversary Bid Whist Card Party

Saturday, February 7 « 12:00 pm
Roswell Adult Recreation Center, 830 Grimes Bridge Rd,
Tickets $15, call 770-714-4266 to reserve a spot

The Kings and Queens Chapter of the American Bridge Association and
Roswell Roots are proud to host the 12th Anniversary Bid Whist Card
Party! Rooted in the 1700s game of whist and energized by the African
American tradition of “putting the bid in bid whist,” this fast-paced card
game is full of strategy, laughter, and friendly competition. Come join the
party atmosphere—where great games, good company, and plenty of fun

are always on the table! Boxed lunch and refreshments included in admission price.
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Art & Soul Kids and Family Day

Saturday, February 14
Roswell Cultural Arts Center, 950 Forrest St.
Tickets $9 per show | Free Lobby Activities

Back by popular demand, this Roswell Roots exclusive family day is
packed with performances, activities, and fun for all ages! The lobby will
be buzzing with free interactive experiences—including a STEM activity
hosted by the North Fulton Area Section of the National Council of Negro
Women (NCNW)—plus two exciting stage shows:

9:30 am - The Rhythm of Story: Africa to America

Beloved Atlanta storyteller and children’s author Mama Koku takes the
stage! With humor, music, and plenty of audience participation, Mama
Koku brings African folktales and African American history to life in unfor-
gettable ways. Her engaging storytelling has been featured by the Atlanta
Symphony Orchestra, The High Museum of Art, and the Martin Luther King
Jr. National Historic Site. And if she looks familiar, adults may recognize
her from her small but memorable role in the classic film The Color Purple.

11:30 am - Blacktop Playground Improv for Kids

Get ready to laugh out loud as the Blacktop Improv, with credits on BET,
HBO, and Comedy Central, turn kids’ suggestions into side-splitting come-
dy. Their child-like sense of humor and lightning-fast creativity make every
show a one-of-a-kind adventure where the audience is part of the action.

Mama Koku
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Black Experience Tour at
Bulloch Hall

Saturday, February 7 - 11:00 am
Barrington Hall, 180 Bulloch Ave. « FREE

Explore Black history in Roswell with a guided
tour at Bulloch Hall, where stories of people
who were enslaved and their families come to
life. Learn about their pivotal roles and experi-
ences, both before and after emancipation,
and uncover how their legacy continues to
influence the present. This tour offers a fresh
perspective on Roswell's past.

Telling Our Story

Sunday, February 15 + 3:00 pm

Pleasant Hill Community Center,
725 Pleasant Hill St.

Groveway Community Group Inc.
Tickets $15 - Children 15 & under FREE

Groveway Community Group over 25 years launched the very first Roswell
Roots event, this annual gathering continues to honor and preserve the
history of Roswell's Black community. Residents past and present share
personal experiences of growing up in Groveway, accompanied by the
music that kept the community connected. This year the event will fea-
ture ExPhahtah Band, highlighting the legacy of Doc's Café, Roswell’s first
Black-owned business and a beloved gathering place.

For tickets call 770-993-424 5 or visit grovewaycommunitygroup.org.
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Message from
Mack Henry Brown Commemoration Committee Chairperson
Saturday, February 21 - 2:00 pm When I moved to Roswell over 20 years ago, my
Riverside Park, 575 Riverside Rd. + FREE family and I were eager to find community and
Join members, friends, and supporters of ways to celebrate together. Tl?ro)ugh the e Iye
the Equal Justice Initiative for a moment of learned so much about our city’s Black history; its
reflection at the historical marker honor- people, and the power of shared experiences.
ing Mack Henry Brown, erected in 2019 at )
Roswell's Riverside Park. The Mack Henry As we celebrate the 25th Anniversary of Roswell
Brown Remembrance Coalition will host a Roots, I invite you to join us in honoring this
brief rededication ceremony, followed by an journey. What began as a few local gatherings has

open discussion on the documented history Mary Lucas
of racial terror violence and its lasting impact.
This gathering offers space for truth-telling,

healing, and community reconciliation at the This milestone year is one of reflection and renewal. May Roswell Roots
site of this tragedy nearly 90 years later. The

marker is located near the Vickery Creek continue to inspire pride and appreciation for the vibrant diversity that
pedestrian bridge. makes our community shine.

grown into a month-long celebration that educates,
uplifts, and unites us in recognition of Black History Month.

Nancy Jackson: 2026 Roswell Roots Committee
A Story of Courage and Resistance

Saturday, February 28 « 11:00 am
Barn at Barrington Hall, 535 Barrington Dr. « FREE

As part of the 2026 Roswell Roots Festival, discover the remarkable true
story of Nancy Jackson—a young woman who risked everything at just

22 years old to claim her freedom and set a precedent for generations to
follow. This engaging multimedia presentation uses historical records and
images to trace her journey of courage, resilience, and legacy—including
her lasting connections to Roswell.

Front row: Sharon Crumley, Shamika Malone, Nancy Bishop, Deborah Carmichael. Second row: Marie
Epps, Janice Lerch, Tomika Bacon, Jeanne-Marie Roberts. Back row: Michael McKeavin, Kim Kelley-
Thaxton, Pamé Sawyer-Smith, Heather Richmond
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Roswell Roots Committee Members
Mary Lucas, Chairwoman

Thelma Gabb

Mike Harris

Michael McKeavin
Kim Kelley-Thaxton
Pamé Sawyer-Smith

Tomika Bacon
Nancy Bishop
James Campbell
Deborah Carmichael
Sharon Crumley
Marie Epps

Roswell Roots Ambassadors
Jeff Bell

Theresia Carrington
Janice Lerch
Shamika Malone

Jessica Lublin
Liz Rains
Jeanne-Marie Roberts

City of Roswell Mayor and Council
Mary Robichaux, Mayor

Sarah Beeson, Councilmember

Eren Brumley, Councilmember
Christine Hall, Councilmember
Jennifer Phillippi, Councilmember
Allen Sells, Councilmember
Christopher Zack, Councilmember

Roswell Recreation, Parks, Historic &
Cultural Affairs Department

Steven Malone, Director

Beckie Hawkins, Deputy Director

Taylor Smith, Deputy Director

David Crowe, Cultural Arts Manager

Al Stilo, Cultural Arts Coordinator

Issa Solis, Cultural Arts Supervisor

Bryan Rosengrant, Cultural Arts Production
Supervisor

Dena Bush, Historic Assets Manager

Dustin Klein, Operations and Interpretation
Coordinator

Jenny Goldemund, Historic Assets
Education Supervisor

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Groveway
‘Community
Group

. The Kings and
Queens Chapter
of the American
Bridge

TOP JOB

Beoewge & Evants

Roswell Roots, celebrating its 25th year,
is made possible by the City of Roswell,
Recreation, Parks, Historic and Cultural Affairs
Department, the Roswell Roots Committee,
and our community partners and vendors.
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